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ratified treaty would arrive long before the period specified. At
length, however, on the 17th, the day before the armistice was
to expire, three Burmese officers arrived in the British camp,
and, while offering to pay the first instalment of the indemnity,
stated with much circumlocution that they had as yet received
no answer from the capital, and begged for an extension of the
armistice for seven or eight days.

This statement was obviously untrue, as the chiefs were
known to be in daily communication with Ava, boats from whence
frequently passed the British picquets on the river. Sir Archibald,
therefore, refused their request, but told them that if they would
evacuate Malun, and continued retiring before the British army to
Ava, hostilities would not be recommenced, and the march would
be suspended as soon as the ratified treaty should be received.

This proposition was peremptorily rejected, and the armistice
having expired, three officers were next day sent over to Malun,
who formally told the Wungyi that, having again deceived us, no
more forbearance would be shown by the British, and that after
12 o'clock that night hostilities would be once more resorted to.

At the specified hour of midnight the British began to erect
batteries opposite the selected points of attack, and by 10 o'clock
next morning twenty-eight pieces of artillery were ready to open
on the enemy's defences. Shortly after 11 A.M., the guns began
the bombardment, and, two hours later, the troops intended for the
assault were embarked in boats' at some distance above the place,
to ensure their not being carried past it by the force of the stream.

The 1st Bengal Brigade, consisting of the 13th and 38th Foot,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Sale, was directed to land below the
stockade, while three brigades were to land above the place, and,
after carrying some outworks, to attack it by the northern

face.    Despite all precautions, however,
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the force   of   the   current,  aided   by

a strong north wind, carried the 1st Brigade, under all the
enemy's fire, to its destined point of attack before the other
brigades had reached their position. Landing under cover of
a shelving bank, this brigade at once pushed forward without wait,
ing for the co-operation of the other troops, and, assaulting the
works with great gallantry, drove the enemy from their position.